Farmer and Settler (Sydney, NSW : 1906 - 1955), Friday 5 August 1955, page 19

The Season For Seeing Flying
T . 3
‘Saucers On Again
WASHINGTON.—Eight years ago this summer a
Boise businessman, flying alone in his private plane,

suddenly spotted mysterious objects playing about

Washington’s Mt, Rainier, in the north-western U.S.A.
Il

€ Nad seen a Mylng saucer.
When Kenneth Probably it was no acci-

Arnold came down to dent that the first of thou-
earth he dutifully re- sands of flying saucers to
ported what he had Pe reported was seen in the

seen. _ Bummhe:time. The big har-
His report was to set off :nena:]thss been in the hot

an astonishing chain re- 1 wiil surprise no stud-
action that was to sweep!
around the world, causing ent of unidentified aerial

phenomena, as the U.S. Aflr
fright, wonder, disbelief. | Force calls them, if before

alert: foross sprang to the| the Summer {s over another

radar experts
anxiously scanned the rash of flylng saucers

skies. Sclentists scurried ?ﬁaﬁmﬁft somewhere in
Wn;hﬂl‘ulabﬂrm'ﬂﬂ- Following Arnold’s dis-
like perts dredged mudn" covery, more and more

. Jauscae V tes” | caucers were seen In the
or ‘“scintillating scotoma

U.S.A. during 1952, when
ghgplnin what had hap-| 3 record 1700 were spotted.

Then came a slump, with
Authors went to work on| 1o 429 seen in 1953.

thelr typewriters. And | The decline has cone

there were officlal com-

. Al n
ments from the only two %“‘éﬁr;:%r sauﬁrmguuﬂ?t-
Presidents the U.S. has

had since that day — June ing says. until the reports

are hardly more than a
24, 1947, trickle.
The First | But America's loss has

' been Eneland's galn. Last
Kenneth Arnold sald that vear English saucer sighters

he__hq.!:l seen a flying saucer.
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made a bountiful -catch.
Naturally, the peak season
was the summer,

Anyone looking into this
situation quickly learns
that opinions of flying
?ﬁ"f“ mpted intp two

ely separa slots:
® who belleve In
them, sincerety and often
belligerently. These range
from those who think the
air force really has a fl
saucer but won’t t it
to those who think the
saucers sail in from outer
| space, operated by fantastic
little creatures.

The Unbelievers

® Those who don’t belleve
in them, sincerely and often
sarcastically. These range
from those who feel they
can be explained away by
optical {llusions to those
who think it's sort of a
mass delusion, perfectly in
keeping with our edgy
times.

Arnold, who represents a
fire control equipment firm,
told investigators that on
historic June 24, 1947, he
saw not one, but nine of
the weird objects.

“I could see thelr out-
{ine quite plainly against
the snow as they approach-
ed the mountain”™ sald
Arnold. “They flew very
close to the mountain top
. . . lke geese in a dlagonal
chain-like line, as if they
were linked Eogtther :
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WETE MNIIECU LWETLITE . ]
a chain of saucer-like
things at least flve miles
long, swerving in and nut!

of the high mountain
peaks.
“They were flat llke a

ple pan and so shiny they
reflected the sun like a
mirror. I never saw any-
thing move so fast.”

When the story came out
there was a lot of snigrer-
ing at Arnold. But soon
s0 many people. includine
some trained pllots, were
| reportine celestial mysteries
ithat Arnold feels he has
been vindicated.

A man who takes his
%udcerl seriously, Amcﬂd
a reporter recently
that he not only has spot-
ted flylng saucers four dif-
ferent times since that
first memorable occasion,
but also has worked out a
theory.

His view: “They're living
organisms of some sort that
come down to the lower at-
mosphere when they are
disturbed by earthquakes,
atomic explosions or things
like that.”

In his theory Arnold
seems to be pretty much
alone. But expert testi-
mony can be found to sup-
port his view that some-
thing seems to be {lying
around up there.

In July, 1948, for In-
stance, two Eastern Air-
lines pllots, C. S. Chiles
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Iines pliots, C. &, Cnues
and John B. White, saw “a
wingless alrcraft, 100 feet
long, cigar shaped and
about twice the diameter
of a B-29, with no pro-
truding surfaces . . .

“Whatever it was (it
flashed down toward us
and we veered to the left,”
they  toid investigators.

Rocked A Plane

“It veered to its left and
passed up about 700 feert
nigh to our rngnt and above
us. Then, as i{f the piuot
nad seen us and wanted
vo avoid us, {t pullea up
with a tremendous burst or
tlame from the rear and
zoomed into the clouds, its
propwash or jet wash rock-
ing our D.C.-3.”

A T2-year-old Alr Chlief
Marshal, Lord Dowding,
who commanded the home

fighter plane forces in the!

World War II battle of
Britain, last year told a
group of spiritualists:
. "1 believe there are people
on otner planets wno are
operaling througn I11y-
| MUg saucers — L0 nelp our
 world in our present Crisis.”

Fiyllg rignt aiong wiun
them, at least in tancy, is
A group of Indusirious
authors who have turned
put a shelf full of books on |
the subjects.

Last Summer, Desmont
Leshe, a tall, 33-year-old
Englisnman who had served |
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in the RAVF., unnuunced;
he had arrived In America
to do research on ﬂylng
saucers.

Leslie, wl'-o had ﬂ.lready
helped write ° Flj,lng Sauc-
ers Have Landed.,” said re-
corded history is full of
allusions to mysterious fly-|
Ing objects. j

He 1s sure they are
piloted by very high type.
crefures from outer space, |
and that the Bible has a|
reference to these celestlal
goings on. |

“Ezekiel Ten,” he sald |

“A wheel within a wheel. |
What a fine description {.rf
a flying saucer!”

The Scientists

But i1 iicre are irue be-
Hevers, there 15 also a for-|
migavieé array 0! scientuc
upuuun 011 L oLner suae
0l tne fence.

Dr. J. u. Porter, chitef
sclentiue oulcer of the kng-
lisn Koyal Owvservawory at
Hursimonceaux, sald I1iatly
theres no sucihi thing as a|
[iylng saucer, !

A Los Angeles qoctor,
Edgar F. Mauer, suggested
it could bhe either muscae
volitantes or mayhe even
scintillating scotoma. Either
way It added up to ap-
proximutely the same
thing: Spots before the

eyes,
Dr. Urrner Liddle,
the nuclear
[ e BN . thaa

chief
phivsics
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branch of the Otflce of
Naval Research, noted that
the first saucer story came
out shortly after plastic gas
bags were sent far into the
alr for observatlons.

In 1050, the 1ate Presl-
dential Secretary, Charles
Ross, speaking for Presi-
dent Harry Truman, sald
the flving saucer was not
a secret weapon of this or
nné; other country.

n Dec. 15, 1954, Presl-
dent Eisenhower told a
news conference he had
been assured it was com-
letely inaccurate to be-
jeve flylng saucers were
coming from outer space.

But some U.S. Govern-
ment experts have supplied
pictorial hints as to where
such ideas may originate
On July 1 the Navy re-
leased a photograph of an
“unusual cloud formation
over the rity of Marsell-
les, France.”

It looked startlingly like
a fiving saucer
As for the Air Force, {t

continues (o check each
report thoroughly.

“In a way,” the Alr
Force's saucer man sald,

“All this looking for fly-
ing saucers is a good thing.
You mnever can tell when
they might spot an eremy
aireraft.”

He also had a huggea.unn'
on why Summer seems 350
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on why Summer seems S0
popular for saucers: "It
could be as simple as this
— more peopie are cvut of
doors then.”

Attempts Fail
Whatever the explana-
tion, it's Interesting that
two serfous attempts to pin
down the flylng saucer got
nowhere.
Last Summer Dr. Warren

Hickman, dean of Ohlo
Northern University, an-
nounced that after two

years his school was drop-
ping 1{ts study on *“the
phenomenon of the flying
Iﬂuf_‘i‘f."

“We needed basic sight-
ings.” Hickman sald, “and
these we didn't recetve.”

A similar study by the
Canadian Government also

was dropped, and for the
same reason. Net enough
business.

The Canadians gave up

on another project, the
buliding of a flving saucer.
But they went far enough
to reach this conclusion:
It would cost a billlon dol-
lars to bulld one.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article123143230



